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About the Author

Monsignor Klaus Gamber was born on April 23, 1919 in
Ludwigshafen on the Rhine. He served as a soldier for six
years during World War II. He was ordained a priest on June
29, 1948, in Regensburg. He devoted himself to pastoral
duties, which he had to give up because of serious illness. In
1957, he co-founded and became the Director of the Institute
of Liturgical Science in Regensburg, his consuming interest
being the study of liturgy in the Western and Eastern Church.
He remained in his post until his death on June 2, 1989, at the
age of 70.

Monsignor Gamber received a doctorate in theology and
was subsequently awarded an honorary doctorate in phi-
losophy. He was made an honorary member of the Pontifical
Liturgical Academy in Rome in 1958, a chaplain to the pope
in 1965, and his secret chamberlain in 1966.



From the preface to the French edition

by Cardinal Josef Ratzinger

PePF BENEDICT XU/

One cannot manufacture a liturgical movement...but one can
help contribute to its development by striving to reassimilate the
spirit of the liturgy and by defending publicly what one has thus
received. This new beginning needs “fathers” who would serve as
models....Those who seek such “fathers” today will undoubtedly
encounter Msgr. Klaus Gamber, who, unhappily, was taken from
us too soon, but who perhaps, precisely in leaving us, has become
more truly present among us, with all the power of the perspec-
tives he opened for us. And precisely because in dying he escaped
the quarrels between the parties, he could in this time of distress
become the “father” of a new beginning. Gamber supported with
all his heart the hopes of the old liturgical movement. Without
question, since he came from a foreign school, he remained an
outsider on the German scene, which was reluctant to admit him;
just recently a thesis encountered great difficulties because the
young researcher had dared cite Gamber too frequently and favor-
ably. But perhaps the fact that Gamber was ostracized was provi-
dential for him, for it forced him to pursue his own way and avoid
the path of conformism.

It is difficult to say briefly what is important in this quarrel of
liturgists and what is not. But perhaps the following will be useful.
J. A. Jungmann, one of the truly great liturgists of our century,
defined the liturgy of his time, such as it could be understood in
the light of historical research, as a “liturgy which is the fruit of
development”....

What happened after the Council was something else entirely:
in the place of liturgy as the fruit of development came fabricated
liturgy. We abandoned the organic, living process of growth and
development over centuries, and replaced it—as in a manufactur-
ing process—with a fabrication, a banal on-the-spot product.
Gamber, with the vigilance of a true prophet and the courage of
a true witness, opposed this falsification, and, thanks to his incred-
ibly rich knowledge, indefatigably taught us about the living full-
ness of a true liturgy. As a man who knew and loved history, he
showed us the multiple forms and paths of liturgical development;
as a man who looked at history from the inside, he saw in this
development and its fruit the intangible reflection of the eternal
liturgy, that which is not the object of our action but which can
continue marvelously to mature and blossom if we unite ourselves
intimately with its mystery. The death of this eminent man and
priest should spur us on; his work should give us a new impetus.
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